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This study examines how policies toward North Korea differ among Japan, the

United States, South Korea, and China. It also looks into whether the differences are due to their
respective domestic politics or changes in the North Korean situation. The study explores the common
characteristics and policy patterns in the four countries’ diplomatic relations with North Korea,
Wit? policies related to North Korean nuclear and missile development as the primary target for
analysis.
With the study’ s work divided among the participants, document research in each country and
interviews with foreign affairs personnel were conducted. However, some visits had to be canceled
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The research results were widely disseminated through articles and academic conference
presentations. The lead researcher and all participants were able to simultaneously publish
different in peer-reviewed English-language academic journals.
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