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WHAT HAPPENS TO JUVENILE DELINQUENTS AFTER LEAVING INSTITUTIONAL CARE: A 50 YEAR
SURVE

Hitomi, NII
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In the Dunedin Longitudinal Study Terrie Moffitt called the group whose
antisocial behavior occurred at the age of 9 or younger the "Life-Course-Persistent” group and
according to her, it exhibits antisocial behavior at every stage of life and slips through a series
of systems designed to prevent and correct this deviant behavior. However, we think such an
assessment underestimates the value of educating those who have experienced initial delinquency at
such a young age and promoting their social independence. We base our assessment on 50 years of
historical research of about 755 care leavers from the "kyogoin®, Japanese welfare institution for
juvenile delinquents. We obtained two main results. First, a low initial age of first delinguency
experience does not necessarily mean a lifetime of antisocial behavior. Second, those with good
evaluations at the time of leaving the kyogoin were less likely to be admitted to juvenile training
schools or similar institutions in the future.
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