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In this study, we focused on A Np63, a transcriptional factor, as a
key-regulator which is involved in the formation of tumor-microenvironment in oral squamous cell
carcinoma. Down-regulation of A Np63 induces epithelial-mesenchymal transition (EMT) and augments
cell mobility through activation of Wnt5a-Ror2 signaling pathway. Furthermore, down-regulation of A
Np63 also enhances resistance against chemoradiotherapy via IL-6 production and involved in the
escape from immunosurveillance by inducing expression of PD-L1 and RCAS1. These results suggest that

A Np63 plays a key role in the formation of tumor-microenvironment of OSCC.
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Univariate and multivariate analyses of the association between clinicopathological parameters and nodal metastasis.
. Nodal metastasis Univariate analysis Multivariate analysis
Variables
Positive Negative OR (95% CI) P-value OR (95% CI) P-value
Sex
Male 17 53 Reference Reference
Female 13 33 1.23 (0.53-2.85) 0.633 1.46 (0.56-3.89) 0.444
Clinical T stage
T1/2 23 67 Reference Reference
T3/4 7 19 1.07 (0.38-2.80) 0.889 0.96 (0.30-2.88) 0.948
Mode of tumour invasion
Grades 1/2/3 19 77 Reference Reference
Grades 4C/4D 11 9 4.95 (1.80-14.01) 0.002 2.58 (0.75-9.06) 0.132
Histological grade
Grade 1 14 62 Reference Reference
Grades 2/3 16 24 2.95 (1.26-7.06) 0.013 1.50 (0.51-4.26) 0.456
PAR1 expression”
Group A 5 37 Reference Reference
Group B 6 32 1.39 (0.38-5.23) 0.615 1.20 (0.30-4.87) 0.790
Group C 19 17 8.27 (2.64-25.87) <0.001 5.56 (1.70-20.56) 0.004
OR. odds ratio: CI. confidence interval.
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