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A Study on the Takao Mandala and Kukai®s Views on Aesthetic Forms
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This study looks into the monk Kukai’ s deep interest in and approach to
aesthetic forms.The main subject of this study is the Mandala of the Two Realms passed down at
Jingoji Temple in Kyoto. Known as the “ Takao Mandala,” it is a copy of a colored mandala that
Kukai brought back from Tang China. Created under his guidance using gold and silver pigments, it is

the most significant work in the history of esoteric Buddhist art.

Kukai is also believed to have directly instructed sculptors when designing the composition of the
esoteric Buddhist statues known as the “ Sculpture Mandala” in the Lecture Hall of To-ji Temple in
Kyoto. It can be assumed that Kukai’ s views are reflected in both these works, which have been
studied most closely thus far. We have also built up our collection of materials by adding newly
photographed paintings, sculptures, and other related works, and surveyed relevant works iIn China
and Indonesia to analyze links between them and Japanese esoteric Buddhist art.
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