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African nomadic societies are currently confronting various uncertainties
such as famine, hunger, low-intensity conflict, and climate change, which call for the
reconstruction of new theories of humanitarian assistance and development embracing them.

This study creates a new “ relational/contextualist approach” to resilience through a critical
examination of the concept of resilience and resilience-thinking from the field of African
communities. It can be summed up in the statement that “ resilience is a verb” . This approach moves
away from resilience as a universal concept and recaptures resilience as a relational dynamic,
rooted in the local context and overcoming the dualism of global and local.
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