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the principle of melody suitable for the transmission of the lyrics of Noh music
in the formative period
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Noh was established in the late 14th century as the first full-scale
theatrical performing art in Japanese history.What new ingenuity did Noh songs have to convey the
story effectively? In addition to decoding the manuscript of Zeami, from the comparison with the
previous performing arts, Soga and Koshiki, the melody of the Noh chant was revealed from the
relationship with the poetic style. The melody of the chant has a clear linkage with the poem style
of Shichigo-no-hiki (seven-five-syllable poem) of the chapter of the poem. This is considered to
reflect the natural intonation of Japanese. It is considered that the melody pattern of Noh was
taken by selecting the basic melody pattern with high transmission from Soga.
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