©
2018 2023

A Study on the Common Sculptural Norms and Their Application in Tenpyo Sculpture

Kobayashi, Yuko

2,800,000

In many ancient temples, the principal Buddha statues were made as Joroku
Buddhas. The term "Joroku" is an abbreviation referring to Shakyamuni®s height being sixteen shaku
(about 4.8m). Seated statues are half this height, at eight shaku (about 2.4m), and these are also
referred to as Joroku Buddhas. The size of Buddha statues is thus indicated by their height, but
only the height is mentioned in scriptures and ancient Japanese documents. Unlike architecture and
crafts, why did Buddha statues only require information about their height? This is the purpose of
this study.
The resea¥cher first hypothesized the existence of a standard value = a common sculptural norm used
when planning proportions and conducted image analysis of examﬁles produced in Japan, the Korean
Peninsula, and China from the 7th to 8th centuries. Based on this, and through examining literature
and previous studies, the researcher concluded that there is a standard value at certain points of
the statue height.
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