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Haruo Sato was blessed with one of the richest personal connections of any
modern Japanese writers. Through research into Haruo®s previously possessed materials, including
letters from other authors, and a number of new materials, we have been able to gain a concrete
understanding of aspects of his unknown literary network. In particular, the analysis of primary
documents relating to his correspondence with Chinese literary figures and his Asian travel writings
has revealed once again the significant role Haruo played in the international exchange of literary
figures. With Haruo Sato studies at the centre, we can now look forward to further dialogue with
scholars from abroad.

In addition, attention to the use of the two faces of poet and novelist in Haruo has revealed the
close relationship between literary genres and the national identity of literary figures. This

raises one new question for modern literary studies.
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