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Analysis of Japanese Postwar Literature Depicting Thailand and French Indo-China
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This study clarifies how Japanese text representations of Thailand and the

Asian region known as the French Indo-China were constructed and spread from the era of the Greater
East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere during the Pacific War, period of high economic growth after the
1960s, and era of tourism after the 1980s to the present. Among other writers of postwar literature,
Yukio Mishima wrote novels, critiques, and dramas set in Thailand, Laos, and Cambodia; for example,
the tetralogy The Sea of Fertility, the essay “ A Theory of Cultural Defense,” and the play The
Terrace of the Leper King. Based on research and analysis, this study identifies international
aspects of Japanese postwar literature by conducting research on Mishima from a new perspective,
that is, relationships with other Asian regions.
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