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A semantic - syntactic study on the differences between article and articleless
languages, focusing on coordinating conjunction structures
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This study first pointed out that (1) while referential NPs in an argument

position usually should be accompanied with an article in French, the lack of determiner is admitted
in coordinating structures, and (2) the coordinated nouns preceded by only one numeral or
determiner are usually not fully accepted in French, which is not the case with Japanese. To account
for these phenomena, it was argued that determination and pluralization are accomplished, in
article languages like French, within the DP and require referential uniformity while referential
non-uniformity is allowed in articleless languages like Japanese since expressions outside the DP
serve to restrict nominal denotation or to precise the plurality of the members. It was further
claimed that one numeral is easily followed by coordinated nouns in Japanese since a numeral
classifier assures referential uniformity while, when modified by a numeral, a noun itself serves as
classifier in French to obtain referential uniformity.
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(e.g.(18))
(e.g.(1b-c)); (2)
(e.g.(2ab) -S (e.g.(1d))
(e.g. (20))
Da Philosophes et lingui stes se sont toujours accordés a reconnaitre que... ( )
‘Philosophers and linguists have always agreed in recognizing that...’
b. ??L es[philosophes et linguistes] se sont toujours accordés a reconnaitre que...
‘The [philosophers and linguists] have always agreed in recognizing that...’
C. ??Huit [philosophes et linguistes] se sont accordés a reconnaitre que...

‘Eight [Philosophers and linguists] have always agreed in recognizing that...’
d. *[philosophe et linguiste]-s
‘[philosopher and linguist]-s

(2a 8 ]
b. [ ] ... (google)
c [ ]
fréres et sceurs
(e9.(3)
(e.9.(44Q) vs. (4b), (53) vs. (5h))
3 Avez-vous des[freres et sceurs] ?
‘Do you have [brothers and sisters]?’
(da *cing [professeurs de lycée et étudiants de premiére année]
‘five [high school teachers and first-year students)’
b. cing [professeurs de lycée et étudiants de premiére année] qui ont signé la pétition
“five [high school teachers and first-year students] who signed the petition’
(5)a ??L es[locataires et propriétaires] se retrouvent dans la cour tous les dimanches.
‘The [tenants and owners] meet in the yard very Sunday.’
b. Les[locataires et propriétaires] qui |e souhaitent se retrouvent dans la cour tous les dimanches.

‘The [tenants and owners] who wish it meet in the yard very Sunday.’
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cing professeurs (‘five teachers’) professeur
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( 26370450)
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(Ma /
b. *red that car / that red car
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b. (google)
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(e.g. (99) vs.
(9b), (10a) vs. (10b)) (e.g. (49) vs. (4b),
(5a) vs. (5h)) 2
(9)a *Lesquator ze [Monet et Cézanne]

‘the fourteen [Monet ( and Cézanne ( )’



b. Lesquator ze Monet et Cézanne qui se trouvent dans ce musée
‘the fourteen [Monet and Cézanne] which exist in this museum’
(10)a.  *Lescing [Camille et Dominique]
‘the five [Camille ( ) et Dominique ( 7
b. [ Camille Dominique
]
Lescing [Camille et Dominique] que je connais sont toutes des filles.
‘Thefive [Camille et Dominique] who | know are all girls.’

(114

(11b)

(IDa [ ]
Ces[Hokusai et trésors nationaux] attirent plus de 10 mille visiteurs chaque semaine.
‘These[Hokusai and national treasures] attract more than 10 thousand visitors every week.’

b. |
]

L autre jour, *les[Kravehl et violoncelliste] ont joué le quintette a cordes de Schubert.
“The other day, the [Kravehl and cellist] played Schubert’s string quintet.’

)]
23520463 (12a-b)

(12a [ ] (google)
b. [ ] o ( )

(13a-b)

(13)a. Les[Mignon et Charrier] s’étaient approchés ... ( )
‘The[Mignon and Charrier] had approached...” (2

)
b. les[Laurel et Hardy]
‘The[Laurel and Hardy] ( 2 )

(3) desfréres etsceurs

(13a
b)
(12a-b)
1 2 1
2 1 2
2( 2) 1
(14)a [ ]
b. [ ] (googdle)
(15)a. en passant par [les Goncourt (= Edmond  Jules)] et Zola ( )
‘via[the Goncourts] and Zola
b. Paul seretournait vers [les Orgel (= )] et Frangois ( )
‘Paul was turning towards [the Orgels| and Frangois’
(12a-b) (13a-b) (16)

nous deux
avec ladaronne



(16) nous deux avec ladaronne (
‘us two with the mum’

(12ab) (13ah)

a7 les deux Sophie et Juliette (
‘the two Sophie et Juliette’

(17)

(13a-b)

(17)

les deux (‘the two’)

(13a-b)

(17)
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