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This research has focused on the parametric variation in the semantic
interpretation of root clauses covering (i) the so-called sequence of tense phenomenon, (ii) the
obligatory/optional presence of tense morphemes, (iii) the presence/absence of sentence-final
particles and (iv) restrictions on focus particles. In the first year, the parallel corpus was
assembled from one English novel and two versions of its Japanese translation, to which two versions

of its Chinese translation were added later. The three languages differ as to the obligatoriness of
tense morphemes and the sequence of tense, but it was uncovered that they are subject to
essentially the same pragmatic principle in the temporal interpretation of their discourses. The
project also dealt with phenomena specific to Japanese such as argument ellipsis, indirect passives,
the no-da construction, and the use of sentence-final particles and focus particles. The results

were publicized in eleven papers and five presentations.
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