©
2018 2022

A Syntactic Study of Null Arguments in Japanese Sign Language

Ueda, Yukiko

2,800,000

JSL

(i) wP VP D)
VP M

JSL
JSL

This Eroﬂeet has explored the derivation of object dropping sentences in
Japanese Sign Language, in which the object does not have a phonetic form. The main syntactic
analyses in spoken languages for this type of constructions are: (i) "verb stranding vP ellipsis
(VSvPE) analysis,” in which the vP (verb phrase) is deleted after the verb moves out of the
elliptical domain (vP), and (ii) "argument ellipsis ("AE™) analysis," in which only the argument is
deleted. We focused on spreading phenomena of non-manual morphemes (NM morphemes) of VP-manner
adverbs to verbs, and proposed a condition on the spreading of NM morphemes: the linear adjacency
condition on NM morpheme spreading of manner adverbs. Considering the derivation of object dropping
sentences under this condition, we concluded that the "AE™ analysis is more appropriate than the "
VSVPE" analysis for the derivation of object dropping sentences in JSL.
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