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Dialect Based on Multifaceted Analysis of Articulation
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No follow-up survey has been conducted on the phonetic conflict between the

Hokuo and Nano dialects since previous research outlined it. Also, in previous studies, the
centralization of narrow vowels /-i/ /-u/ was the main classification index, and the relationship
between the position of the tongue in front and back was a major pillar for separating both
dialects. In this study, we reconsidered the actual situation from both the tongue articulation
(back and forth, high and low) and the mouth shape (rounded and unrounded lips), and examined the
phonetic opposition of both dialects by multilateral analysis from these viewpoints. As a result, by
comparing which of the several elements appearing during pronunciation, which element changed
first, it was suggested that there may be new regional differences in the pronunciation changes of
the Tohoku dialect.
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