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Cross-sectional study of common Chinese characters and common Japanese WAKUN
from the end of the Middle Ages to the early modern period
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The kanji notation in medieval Japanese had a complicated problem peculiar
to Japanese, such as what kind of kanji and Wakun were needed. It became a major issue for Jesuit
foreign missionaries to publish religious books in Japanese.

The Jesuit Mission Press in Japan "Rakuyoshu™ was a Chinese character’ s dictionary that selects the
Kanji and Japanese Kanji readings based on its addictiveness. It is noteworthy that the Kanji and
Japanese Kanji readings were selected by careful selection based on medieval Japanese, and also it
can be evaluated as a table of kanji and Kanji reading such as modern "Jouyou-Kanji'. Although it
was an excellent idea to correspond one kanji with one Japanese Kanji reading, but it was
insufficient to deal with the complexity of Japanese writing system.
The characteristics of such a Japanese language study book are strongly expressed in "Rakuyoshu",
and it is necessary to position it differently from the genealogy of Japanese old dictionaries.
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