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Semantic functions and syntactic properties of nouns in Japanese: An examination
of appositive nominals and grammaticalized classifiers
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This study focuses on nouns and noun phrases in Japanese, which lacks
research compared to verbs due to the lack of morphological and syntactic clues. Through the
analysis of the linguistic phenomena that have not received much attention (appositive nominals,
classifiers grammaticalized from nouns, nominal predicate sentences, and appositive quantifiers), I
examined their semantic functions, syntactic properties, and the factors that influence them. The
results revealed: (1) the semantic relations of noun phrases in appositive nominals and their
similarities with copula sentences, and their binary branching structure, (2) the functions that
change when a noun is grammaticalized into a classifier, (3) the characteristics of event
predication by nominal predicate sentences, and (4) the similarities and differences between
appositive quantifiers and appositive nominals.
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