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Characteristics _of Japanese Writing in a Historical Perspective: Focus on Marks
of juten in Medieval Japanese Kanji-Katakana Mixed Script Texts

MURAI, Hiroe
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In medieval Japanese kanji-katakana mixed script texts,the repetition of the

same kana is indicated using an iteration mark ( ).In this study,several literary documents were
examined to analyze the use of iteration marks,and the following conclusions were drawn.(1)The
writings of Shinran tend to use a repeated kana at the beginning of independent words and iteration
marks in the middle or at the end of such words;therefore,these marks appear to have high
consistency and segmentation functions.(2)the Daifukukoji Temple Hojoki manuscript uses iteration
marks regardless of the position in the sentence.(3)Analysis was performed to examine the Kanchiin
Temple Sambo-ekotoba manuscript,including an assessment of the ratio of the kanji to the kana; the

status of the iteration marks; and the kana usage. This analysis did not reveal a consistent
system as in(1)and(2)but may be of assistance with respect to the segmentation function of
majuscule-minuscule kana opposition.
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