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A Cognitive-Pragmatic Approach to Irony and Cognition
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The goal of this study was to elucidate what makes us recognize irony in
utterances in our communication, events, or a series of events (i.e., irony recognition). The
results of the analysis of Japanese and English data revealed that our irony recognition is
fundamentally based on the cognitive structure of opposite extreme relation between antecedent
recognition and reality recognition, and that the different styles ((1) story irony, (2) situational

irony, and (3) ironical utterances) constitute a system with additional different characteristics
unique to each of them.
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(DA: I've finally finished my paper.
B: You've finished your paper. How often have | heard you say that?
(Wilson and Sperber 2012:129)
(ihA: You saw a baby harbor seal at the zoo yesterday, didn’t you?
B: 1 didn’t see a baby harbor seal; | saw a baby panda. (Yoshimura 2019: 17)
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( 2020: 51-52, Buchler 1955: 151 2008: 54, 192)
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'So Ma cooked supper for the five strange men. They filled the place with their loud
boots and loud voices, and their bedding piled in heaps, ready to make their beds on the
floor by the stove. Even before the supper dishes were finished, Ma took her hands from
the dishwater and said quietly, "It's bedtime, girls." It was not bedtime, but they knew
that she meant they were not allowed to stay downstairs among those strange men...'

( 2020: 53, Laura Ingalls Wilder 1953, By the Shores of Silver Lake, 225)

Grice  (vi)
X is a mean friend. implicature

(vi) [X, with whom A has been on close terms until now, has betrayed a secret of A’s to a
business rival. A and his audience both know this. A says to his audience:]

A: Xis a fine friend. ( 2020: 43, Grice 1989: 34)
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(Utsumi 2000: 1795-1796) (viii)
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