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This research aims to clarify the Labeling Theory advocated by Chomsky
(2013, 2015) by elaborating on (i) how non-nominals and non-nominatives located in the canonical
subject position undergo agreement with the functional head T and (ii) how nominal subjects and
nominatives remaining within the VP-domain undergo agreement with the functional head T despite
their distant relation. Regarding (i), it argued that the relevant elements are subject to agreement
of topic feature or partial agreement of phi-features.As for (ii), it concluded that the

c-commanding relation suffices to agreement between the two distant elements provided that they are
accommodated in the same phase domain.
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(11) a. Moreimportant has been the establishment of legal services.
b. Taking tickets at the door was a person | had previously roomed with.
¢. Examined today and found in good health was our nation’s first executive.
(Emonds (1970: 28-31))
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