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Testing the effectiveness of a program to increase confidence of Japanese
beginner-level learners in English to write and present in English
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In this study, we attempted to establish evaluation criteria for measuring
the English essays of Japanese beginner-level learners in English. The reliability and validity of "
analytic scoring" were verified through correlation analysis of "analytic scoring” based on the
criteria we established and "holistic scoring,” which was evaluated by multiple raters based on
their impressions. In addition, a text-mining analysis of the reasons given by the "holistic
scoring” evaluators for the essays they gave the highest ratings was conducted to identify the
factors that contributed to the high ratings. The improvement in students® writing skills was
confirmed by comparing the pre and post writing tests. Possible contributing factors included error
correction instruction, instruction in discourse markers for expressing organization and logic,
instruction in improving the quality of content, instruction in writing short sentences, and
opportunities to write essays to be sent abroad.
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