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Research on the Formation and Development of TASHIRO Yasusada®s "Old Custom™
Surveys in Okinawa and Taiwan
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The purpose of this study is to clarify the overall view of TASHIRO"s survey

of the "old customs" of Okinawa and Taiwan, and way how the "old customs™ survey influenced modern
Japan®s governing policies in the two regions and beyond. This study has shown that TASHIRO"s "old
custom™ survey and policy proposals were particularly linked to the formation of modern Japan®s
administrative policies toward Okinawa, Yaeyama, and Taiwan and its "aborigines". TASHIRO"s method
of surveying Yaeyama®s "old customs™ and his theory of "colonization” had a link to Japan®s rule
over Taiwan. | also transcribed and reprinted "Okinawa-related materials” from the Tashiro
Collection held by the Special Collections Room of the National Taiwan University Library, collected
TASHIRO-related materials dispersed around Japan and abroad, and discovered new historical
materials, thereby advancing the research on TASHIRO.
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