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A Comprehensive Study of Pastures in Ancient Japanese Kinai and Neighboring
Countries
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In our research, we sought to discover what ancient pastures were like
around the capital, where a large number of horses were needed. Based on our fieldwork, we
identified the location of pastures in the Kinki area and elucidated what they had looked like,
analyzed historical materials, and sought to uncover their historical value. For comparative
purposes, we visited and compared the presumed locations of pastures in the Azuma and south Kyushu
areas. We noted that people had raised a large number of horses in the pastures of the Kinki area,
which functioned as small stockpile pastures, playing a role as a control valve of the supply and
demand of horses. We also noted that the system involving large pastures for production in remote
areas and small pastures for stockpiles in the Kinki area had been adapted not only for public
pastures, but also for private ones, and was already established in the eighth century at the
latest.
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