©
2018 2020

Elucidation of the consensus building process between princes and their vassals
in the estates of pre-modern Europe
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By analyzing the historical documents related to the Estates General of the

Duchies of Bar-Lorraine in the 15th and 16th centuries, we aim to break through the Whiggish
classical idea on the function and historical significance of the parliament in medieval Europe as a

restraining body against the king who tended to fall into tyranny, and to empirically clarify the
forms of two-way agreement formation which existed in various kingdoms and principalities, including
the Kingdom of France.
At that time, des lettres de non-prejudice, documents by which the monarch pledged, immediately
after the Estates General, not to abuse their decisions, concretely show that there existed a
two-way relationship between the monarch and his subjects.
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Lorraine et de Bar jusqu’a la majorité de Charles III (1559), Paris, 1904
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