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This research explores anthropologically how civil society is shaped through
local development projects related to art and culture. Empirically, we compare two cases of
contemporary art festivals and related projects organized by city governments in Niigata City, Japan
and Nantes, France. The main research questions concern (1) the relationship between the
government, artists, and citizens in the production, viewing, and management of artworks in public
spaces, and (2) how the "memories™ of the land, people, and events are selected and expressed,
including the act of viewing by visitors, and (3) how these memories are shared or rejected.
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