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For this project, two institutions are analyzed to clarify the local
demands for legal services in Central-Eastern Europe,1867-1918: the profession of the official agent
and the municipal mediation. The profession of the official agent, established in 1833, was to
provide information, prepare administrative documents, or represent clients. After stipulating the
competences and qualifications of legal professions, such as advocates and notaries the government
attempted to phase out this agency. An examination of the archives showed there were many experts in
a certain field, who survived until the end of the Monarchy. Though municipal mediation was
introduced both for the local people and overloaded courts, it was phased out in most regions for
various reasons.
This study added the viewpoint from the legal practitioners without official qualifications who

still attempted to coexist in these multi-ethnic, multi-lingual, and multi-cultural regions.
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