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Because the Japanese CCP adopts the adversary system, the defendant and
public prosecutor have equal positions as parties to the action. However, it is difficult to say
that equality of arms is guaranteed in relation to the means of supporting each side®s litigation
activities. Furthermore, the interrogation of suspects under arrest or detention is inquisitorial,
and there are limitations on the effective exercise of procedural defence rights, rendering it
difficult for suspects to deal with the interrogation on an equal footing to investigative agencies,

even though the right to silence is granted. In this regard, criminal defence should be improved in

Japan.
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Features of Japanese criminal procedure and necessary reforms
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