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The purpose of this research is to examine the diplomatic activity of Ishii

Kikujiro, a Japanese Delegate at early meetings of the League of Nations, with regard to
Franco-Japanese relations. While there is no doubt that Ishii contributed to resolving disputes and
conflicts faced by the League of Nations in the 1920s, such as those in Upper Silesia and Corfu, he
was also active in deterring Germany through cooperation with France, and put constant thought into
ongoing disputes between Japan and China. This nationalist bias in Ishii’ s diplomatic thinking
became clear in the Manchurian Incident. Although Ishii criticized the Japanese Army, he approved of
the foundation of Manchukuo, and became a spokesman of the Imperial Japanese Government. Further,
this research attempts to clarify the various consequences brought about by the weakening of
Franco-Japanese relations at the time of the Incident, such as the rapprochement of Japan and
Germany.
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