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In the framework of this study, we have carried out two main tasks.

Firstly, we conducted a survey on some primary sources related to the Japanese general trading
companies from the Pre-World War 11 to the 1970s. We collected, organized and made public the
diaries and documents left by Sadao Oba, who worked for Mitsui & Co. from the late 1940s to the late
1970s (the Sadao Oba Collection). We obtained materials created by Mitsui®s Kanazawa branch
immediately after the end of World War Il. In addition, we were able to finish compiling a database
of Mitsui"s staff records from the 1930s to the 1970s. Secondly, we examined issues related to the
succession of the trading company organization from the aspect of human resources. In addition, a
preliminary study on the succession of trading company functions was conducted based on observations
of machinery trading and third country trade.
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