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This study explores transnational exchange of women®s higher education and
the formation of women®"s networks in the early twentieth century, focusing on Japanese women who
studied abroad in the U.S. and Britain. In contrast to fruitful research results on male overseas
students, female studies abroad have not been examined enough. Analyzing overall trends of Japanese
overseas students from the gender perspective, it highlights the difference in their numbers,
objectives and career status after returning to Japan. In addition,it investigated the lives of
several women about their experiences in Western societies,which affected the transformation of
their educational thoughts and practices after returning home. When women were excluded from
Japanese universities, women who could studied abroad played an important role not only in education

but also in society to enhance the social status of Japanese women and to connect Japanese women

with international women®s activism.
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