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The COVID-19 Pandemic made it very difficult to follow this research plan,
especially in the sense of carrying out fieldwork in Cambodia which is an essential element of the
research methodology. It was not possible to pursue this field research for a period of four years.
Nevertheless, | made use of IT technology to do research on education problems and policies during
the pandemic and publish the findings of that research in academic journals. Furthermore, 1 made
every effort to share those research findings with individuals in both international organizations
and national civil servants. In the future | hope to explore these themes further without the
impediments constructed by the pandemic.
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Within the academic discourse on globalization of education, Neo-institutional theory of
sociology claims that national education models will converge, or become more similar,
over time. However, the competition between donor countries such as Japan, China, and the
Western donors necessitates that they create unique education devel opment models in order
to gain competitive advantage in their efforts to win influence over developing nations such
as Cambodia. There is a need to analyze how both Asian and Western donors attempt to
export education models to a developing country like Cambodia in order to theoretically
understand these phenomena as examples of globalization of education and the effect which
such processes have on international relations. Only thus can sufficient attention be given to
the examination of this topic of theoretical and practical importance.

(1) Re-examine both Neo-Institutionalist and Systems Theory by comparing divergent

models

It is important that this study has a firm grounding in the current sociological theory debate
in the fields of educational sociology and comparative education. Not enough comparative
education research uses theory from sociology in order to explain phenomena related to
globalization of education such as export of education models and the implications for
internationa relations.

(2) Research Asian Models for Development and International Relations

The study will be of great importance to researchers, policy-makers, and citizens who all
have a stake in, not only education but, the greater effort toward development and progress
in society. In the 21% Century it appears inevitable that Japan and other Asian nations will
represent important models for the development of less-developed nations. With the
economic position of China it becomes imperative that the Japanese government seek to
promote “soft power” projects which focus on Japan’s strength in math and science
education. With the rise of these Asian nations it will be vital to understand their role in
promoting Asian models for national development and expanding their influence in the
Southeast Asian region. It will also be important to re-examine the role of Western donors as
well as international organizations (e.g., UN and World Bank) to understand the changing
global power structure.

(3) Research Question:
Do donors in Asia and “The West” seek to export their own unique education models to

devel oping nations to improve relations and what is the perception of donor influence on the

part of recipient countries like Cambodia?

Research Sub-questions:



-Do Asian and Western donors deliberately create unique (i.e., divergent) education models

to export to devel oping countries as projects?

-What factors influence devel oping nations to accept or reject these model s?

-What are the recipient countries perceptions of different Asian and Western donors
influence?

-How do these perceptions affect international relations and shape the global economic and
political power structure?

This study will be divided into five stages: donor policy comparison, policy implementation,
the role of the Cambodian government, project evaluation and donor influence, and
publication. During Stage | (2018-2019), the researcher will examine the donors (Asian vs.
Western) and their policies for education development. During Stage 11 (2019-2020), the
researcher will examine the degree to which donor policy is accurately trandated into
project planning and implementation in Cambodia. Stage 111 (2020-2021) will investigate
the role of the Cambodian government and its own education policies. Stage IV (2021-2022)
will consist of project evaluation studies of different donor projects in Cambodia with a
specia focus on perception of donor influence. Stage V (2022-2023) will be devoted to
publication and dissemination of findings.

STAGE | (2018-2019) COMPARISON OF DONOR POLICIES
Sampling of Donors:

Western: AFD (France), GIZ (Germany), SIDA (Sweden), and AUSAID (Austrdia).
Asian: JICA (Japan), KOICA (South Korea), Chinese Ministry of Commerce.
(A) STEP 1—Donor Policies. Analysis of policies for educationa development (2018)
The researcher will collect documents and interview officials in the donor agencies

most active in Cambodia which are listed above. The documents will be subjected to a
document analysis to determine donor’ policy priorities for education development in
Cambodia, the Southeast Asian region, and globally.

(B) STEP 2—Donor Influence:Comparison of recipients perception of donor influence (2019)

The researcher will interview Cambodian government officials and staff of donors
from other nations to assess their perception of the influence of different donor
countries. The researcher will subject the policy documents to further anaysis to
discuss the policies as they exhibit convergence or divergence of policy priorities.
STAGE |1 (2019-2020) COMPARI SON OF DONOR POLICY IMPLEMENTATION
Interviews will be conducted with bilateral agency experts in their field offices in
Cambodia. Experts will be interviewed to ascertain their knowledge of policy

priorities for their governments and the relationship between those policy priorities
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and the planning and implementation of projects.
STAGE |11 (2020-2021) ROLE OF CAMBODIAN GOVERNMENT POLICY

Cambodian policy for educational development will be examined extensively.
Cambodian policy documents will be subject to document analysis. Interviews will be
conducted with Cambodian government officials to ascertain the needs for education

development in Cambodia as well as their perception of different donors.
STAGE IV (2021-2022)—PROJECT EVALUATION AND DONOR INFLUENCE
(A) STEP1— Project Evaluations
The researcher will conduct interviews with teachers, principas, and parents in

schools where donor projects are being implemented. Respondents will be asked
about their perceptions of project effectiveness and donor influence.

(B) STEP 2—Survey of Stakeholders
Cambodian government officials, project staff, school staff and parents will be

surveyed about their attitudes toward the projects. Respondents will be asked about
ways that the project meets Cambodia’s educational needs as well as their attitudes,

whether positive or negative, toward donor countries and donor influence.
STAGE V (2022-2023)—CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONSAND PUBLICATION
The researcher will prepare the data and findings for publication in both domestic and

international journals related to international relations, development studies, Asian
studies, and comparative education. Once published the researcher will distribute
these publications to any government or NGO actors who might be interested or
benefit from the content contained therein.

Throughout the duration of the research period | published peer-reviewed academic journal
articlesin open access journalsin the field of education research to accomplish two tasks. One
the one hand, my intention was to further the theoretical discussion about the effect of aid from
bilateral aid agencies on education and civil society in Cambodia. On the other hand, | hoped to
shed light on how these aid mechanisms worked in providing basic needs for education in
Cambodiain open access articles which could be useful to both domestic and international
stakehol ders such as the Cambodian Government and particularly the Ministry of Education,

Y outh, and Sport as well as international actors such as the World Bank, UN agencies, and the
wider NGO community. There were admittedly challenges to doing thisinternational fieldwork
during a globa pandemic. There was afour-year period during which | was unable to travel to
Cambodiato do fieldwork and an essential part of my research is not only to analyze
government policies and documents but also to observe projects. In addition to thiswhileit is
possible to conduct interviews over the internet, thereis no substitute for visiting the field to
interact and build up relationships with development practitioners based on trust and mutual
values.
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