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Developing a curriculum for children with developmental disabilities at
inclusive elementary school Japanese language classes
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This study analyzed and examined the Japanese language education
curriculum at elementary schools in Japan from two perspectives: (1) the theoretical approaches to
goals and academic ability, and (2) the diversity of learners.

The current Japanese language curriculum is problematic, in that it lacks perspectives with regard
to the following three points: (1) learning about power structures in society; (2) fostering a
sense of the power of language to embrace diversity in learners; and (3) educational content and
methods that take into account the diverse bodies and diverse life backgrounds of learners. In order
to improve the current state of the Japanese language curriculum, this study proposes the following
five Berspectives to inform on principles for an inclusive Japanese language curriculum: 1.
Nonverbal; 2. Spectrum; 3. The individuality of “ I” ; 4. Critical literacy; and 5.
Empowerment/Recovery.
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