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Experimental studies to assess and understand reliance on physiognomy in social
cognition

Suzuki, Atsunobu
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This research project investigated “ physiognomy reliance” of the human
social cognition, or the tendency to infer others’ traits based on their facial appearance. First,
I developed a new method to assess individual differences in physiognomy reliance. Using this
method, 1 demonstrated that some people have a generalized and temporally stable tendency to make
extreme face-based inference across traits, and that such tendency was associated with facial
expression recognition ability and stereotype endorsement (proclivity to infer others’ traits based

on their social group membership). I also obtained experimental results indicating that those who
having high physiognomy reliance are not actually good at face-based trait inference and are
demotivated when their intuitive facial expressions are incorrect, and that physiognomy reliance may
be mitigated by scientific education and accountability.
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Extreme Response Style Measure
Balanced Inventory of Desirable Responding
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