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Non-stractural region of prion protein amino-terminus involved in prion
biological characteristics?
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There are three types of bovine spongiform encephalopathy prions with
different biological characteristics. For the purpose of revealing regions related to the
characteristics, these prions were subjected to experimental infection in transgenic mice expressing

PrPC lacking the non-structural region of the amino terminus. These mice were iInfected with some
prions, but not with others. However, it was shown that the lacking region did not affect the
structural conversion and retention of biological properties by prions. Therefore, the conversion
process can lead to the determination of prion characteristics.
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