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Analyses of the molecular mechanism involved in the selective degradation of
paternal mitochondrial DNA in maternal inheritance
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Physarum polycephalum has large mitochondrial nucleoids, which are
mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA)-protein complexes. In this study, we developed a semi-in vitro assay to
detect DNase activity by microscopic observation of the digestion of mtDNA in isolated mitochondria
from P. polycephalum and the DNase involved in maternal inheritance was characterized. When the
mitochondria isolated from zygotes were used, the digestion of mtDNA in isolated mitochondria was
specifically observed in the presence of Mg2+ and maximum activity was detected at pH 7.7. During
the digestion of mtDNA, mitochondrial membrane integrity was maintained in vivo. Furthermore, we
also developed a method to distinguish uniparental mitochondria in zygotes of P. polycephalum by
chemical staining. Our results showed that the proliferation of maternal mitochondria rapidly
occurred after the initiation of digestion of paternal mtDNA.
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1. WFEBRAE 4O &

B ZT O BEZEWIZHB N T, 2 b= KU 7 DNA(MtDNA) 1L REJT DI h & F-FRIT 52 1 ik
Bb, ZORBZERMELEEWV D, REBEO AT =L E LT, ZTHEFIEFOI a2 R
U7 RIBZA G720 &0 5 WERRIHEBRIERE N R O <IEBE S vz, L L, BT havr R
U7 HINTAD Z &0, BEIEMEO X 5 72F U K& SofdE+ (FEEME) OBEaIcB T
77 mtDNA DAFFEAIZ iR S D 2 LD RT7 mtDNA OWEER 72 HEBREERE 23 REMSB AR O AE
M7 A TIZARNZ ERBH LN E Ir o7z, T L TCITHE, Bia RAEMITBW T, ZRRICR T
mtDNA 23X 7 L7 —BIZ Ko TR RS ND Z &0, 28X F 04— 7 7 U—7R K
FoTRFI bary P 7 HEIREICHREND Z N TE T, FRliz, [FBEET T,
P T REFRIZ IV TR T HRD mtDNA O3 fEIEI b2y RU 7 ORNCnTHECH 2 &
226 7 mtDNA OB G AEIIRMEBEOSIE B LR DEERAT v S ThdH EBEZHND,
UL, k%, K5 - RO hay R THARETHH T, )5 mtDNA 2SRRI S
H5F A= ANTLE L Do TR,

FHEBIRIZIS T DT mtDNA OFARIIGIED 75 A D= A LA LT B 720121, £9
DNA Z3 i Z B35 DNA X 7 L7 —E DRIENMEATH 5, K 100078 &0 BILER T Tlx, ¥
FERIBEIZBNTI ba > RU 7 mtDNA 282 — 5T, JRICiE I =2 KU 7<° mtDNA
MRKEITEET D, D2, ZEHBDOI har FU T RMEEEICEE T 5 R T HEDRF
BRFETHZ LRI ICREETH D, — ., FEEME T Ch o EIEREIT, 5 &R ORMET
RO Fary R 7 2L, BMEDI har B 7THEEE LS L TW5, £72, HIER;
EDOI b3y KU TEEMR (mtDNA-Z > 87 BEAR) 13, BS 1 - 2 um ORI T, oY
CHRTERTHY, BMEEGEEICBIT DI har R 7EARR SRR OB 2125 LT
b, ZHETIZ, BAIZENS OEIEREORHSAZ LD L, 225 mtDNA O3 fiEH A U TS HA
FNBHEE LI bary RITERAWET T4 I 7 RENFICEIY, =0 RX 7 LT —F8 Gk
& 378 (PpEndoG-like) A &te 9 FHEHOD DNase REIE L TX7-, LHL., 2450 DNase (3
AT LSO THRELL TWA T, RHEBERICEI G325 DNase [T E7ZRFE TE T2,

2. WEDOBER

ARFZETIE, FEEEDOSF A D= XL EZHENITH7201I0, KD I by R 7K
ZH OBEIEMEZ O CTRMEEEERICBITA I har RUTEREL S bar RY 7O#EE
ZHA ST L, R mtDNA OFBRIRAI R T DRI O Sz iG (b &5 DNase OPE % B &
MWIZTHZEHEHBE LT,

3. WDk

EIERSEIT, B ORI D T A — Sl 2 RAT 5 & —FICES L, ZO%ER L Tl
Do RIFERFDI bay RUDOERITIZENRWZD, BEETH TR ERFHEDI ha v
RU T &I 572D, REOT A— "D I b v R 7 Z2aotfe s cA KRG @ L,
PR 2D mtDNA 3 g% I b2 R U 7 EAREDOE S OZEIZ LV Fi~7, & 512,477 mtDNA
I Far KU THENRERE L TWANEIDNERLNZT D720, 2T hary U7
DIEENEZEOFRTHDLT FT7 AT —% I VT A7/ (TMRE) % AW T, BHYEE AR
BT DI hay RY TEENMOEIZOWT LI, 2, REEEIZE 5792 DNase O
B (GRESRMER T OVENE pH #H) 2572012, R J7 mtDNA S EDNE U= 84 F 0 & B
L7 ha vy RUTEEABREBTTA o Fa2X—hL, 2 har R TERKOEZDEL
12X Y DNase {EMEZ M HIT 2 semi—in vitro 7 v A HEZHIE Lz, S 5HIC, B &#7- DNase
NEORFHNOEMHA LI TWENEA LN T A0, xRN~ har R T %
HPFEL . DNase IEMEDHF ML semi—in vitro 7 v B A ETHRZ, £/-. HEiI r=2 U T %
AW a5 4 3 7 AT X 0 [RIE Sz PpEndoG-like 75, FFEEMGIZEE L TWAMNE S
MERET L7012, RKIBETRBESEZYarvrr M2 o7 B %MW T DNase D& EEE
Rt ds K ONEME pH HiPH 2 5~ 7=,

4. BFERCE

AT, RN E BT A— Bk Th % A135 (FF) & DP246 (RFF) %RV iz, AI35
L DP246 1%, FNF 1 fas7~v 12.3 £ 3.8 £ 12.3 = 3.3 (CEHHE = EHERFEE) O3k
AL RYTEEATHE, Fo0 EEN L.0-1.5 im DI hay RY 7EMERDRE L %<, 0.5
um X VEWI by R U TERERIZBER SN0 T2, AISS & DP246 ZEAT 5 L. 1 B#LL
PIZT A — S OK) 5% 0N A L, A FSUZ0 0 har R T7o8I1$27.6 = 2.5 f#IC
M U7, 84 T ORBITIZIZRF UCHEIT L, % 3 IR B 225 5 FE B IZMTF T7 A=



MM TR IR ->720.5 m RO by FUTEREEEZRFESI b U T %0
5 30%ICEERICHIN L, Rl 11 Rl H OS T Tl 38%ICETELE, TNHDORERLID .,
mtDNA D3N 3 R B 2 HaaE D . D7e< &b 11 BB E CldEE++FoI ba v R
U 7 INC DNase iEPEDHERF STV D Z E VRIS LTz,

T2 MATEZEZDOI bar RYTHIEORREICELY . RIFD I b= R 7 EBICFE
THZURGCXZ LT —8 B~ bV o7 ABETH LT, R mtDNA D355 S5 AlRerE
DREZIN TS (Zhongsheng et al. 2017), + Z T, BEIEESEIZE T mtDNA 02 2 b
a RYTHEORENE L TWAENHRE7-012, 2 hay R 72 EENEZEAEZETH
% TMRE CAMRY L, EMOEEZR T, ZORER, Rk 8 E TIEI b= RV
TEARENFERICEE L bay R TICBWTHIREMOK TR ONR o7, £72. &8
Bl 11 el H CTlE. X b2y RU TEBRENZERICER LI hay R 7 o—EIzB 0V TE
BNDOIRT NS, Lo T, BEEKEICEOTIE, ntDNA ST TH I ha v RY 7T
HEER SN TED ., 55281 mtDNA RO ENT-OHIZI hay R U 7RI AREE R4 U 4 ATHerE
DIREE N7,

WIZ, HEATRICBOWTHBBERDOI ha vy RY 7208tk % 72912 MitoTracker Red
CMXRos (MTR) & MitoTracker Green FM (MTG) Z#HWT., 7 A— SO I = RY 744
BT HEMEERF LI, FOREMGCOFNMR LY & LRI har R 724 @E L
PO L— N EXD KPP CBIET A2 DA CI hay R T HRBHRICBIZETX S
TG, o MIGHEA L72T A—_"EAWEEETH, AT 50% & &V M & HE
FLTRBY AR ThERRDI va v R T E#IT5 2 ERREL /e o7z, £72. mtDNA
IR AR D 7=, DNA &R R C et 4 DR HOE 3 N-aryl Pyrido Cyanine 3 (PC3) %
W TIHYeE UTe, ZORER, Rtk S B LIENORFHKDO I ha> KU 7 TOH 0.5 um
E0EWI hary R TEREENERT A Z EBEND LN, ZHiE,. RFI a2 RUTO
mtDNA 2N IRANIC iR SN D & & R0 COMBFENGHLTH D, S5, L har KU 7T
DOFENR A U DR T~ & 2 A, Rl 3 K H DA T TR ERNFDOI ha v R
TENEACIT 2o 723, ARlct: 5 R BICBW TR DI ha v R 7O A2 HN
TBZERGNoT, KLoT, BETORMHRERIZEBNT, REERFHEDI v KU TR
TNENER DEETEORIE 21T TV D Z EBNRE ST,

WIZ, BMHEEIRICBI S % DNase OMEE % semi—in vitro 7 v B A EEZHAWTIHRL =D,
77 mtDNA DIEIRAY S FRNBIER S bR 2 25l t% 3 i A O8RS F16H 2 b KU 7 % B
L7-, BHEEI a2 RU T, in vivo E[RBEORE IO I ha v R TEREKEZMRE L Tz,
DNase DIEMEIZIZ “AliDOEBA A NHUETH Y LELRDEEA A4 OFFAIL DNase Z & 12
B oTWDHZENHMBINLTWATED, ETHEEI b= RYTIC 5 FEHO 2 oA 4
(ImM Mg*, Ca®, Mn*, Zn*, Co*) ZIEAWIUL. #% 72 pH S&EF T 1A U F 23— h
L77e FORER., 7oA TIZ05 m EVENI hay R TEHEEEZ LS ha vy R T
DEEIL 8% THoT=DITR L, 1 DA v F 2 _X—3 3 UBITIE, S OEE 1L pH7.5-9. 0
DEMETFTHEMUL, pH7. 7 T2T% b E< ol £, BBA A VIEHFETTIZZ DL %
ElAOHEINTIEC o7, K-> T, 2 bz KU 7H® DNase I ZiEM: pH AN 7.5-9.0 TH
D, pH7.7 T RDIEMEL 7205 Z L AVRIBR EINT-, RIZ, DNase {GTEIC MR “ D& @A 4
BREEET A0, pHT. T DRB T T, xR MO&EEA 420N L., semi—in vitro7 v
YA BIToT, TOREE, Ca¥, Mn*, Co¥. In*ZHWIHATIE., FOREIZBWTE 0.5
mm VBN b RYTEREEZ LS bar KU 7T OEIGEEEIN Lo 7208 Mg* fF7E T
(ImM, 10mM) TIX 28% FTHIINL 7=, Lo T, EMR S H OMENLHBEL 72 b= R
U 7 PIZIE Mg® Bk D DNase 2MEET D Z L AR ENT=, E£72. in vivo T mtDNA D4R
ELTHRNT A= SHIRESE AR, 2% 1, 2B B OBAE T OHEEL7-I b2 R T
T, 1mM Mg® 2> pH7. 7 DEHETIZR VT DNase JEHERHH S0y » 722 0D, semi—in
vitro7 v A THRH I T3 DNase IETEITRMES A KM L TRV | 32E % 2-3 Bl H O
RSB RIZBE 5775 DNase OIEMEILIEIE SFET D Z L AVRIE ST,

SOOI HEES by RUTEZHW =7 074 2 7 ZAENTIZ XLV [FE &7z PpEndoG-1ike 73,
RMEBIRICEE L TW A E I haRmard 272012, KIBE CRESEZVaverhr b2
X7 8 % VT DNase D4 B ERMER L ONENE pH & A T~ 7=, R LV err b2
NRIBELEDNAZIRA L, Bix 2 T MlO&RA A & pHEHOSKME FTA o FaX—h L, TH
1 — A7 VERKENT K W DNA 3 fiF &5~ 7=, T D%, PpEndoG-1ike @ DNase {&EM:IE, Mg*
T TCIEe < Mn®, Co*'| Ca® fF/E FCHMM S, 15 pH #FHIZ, Mg*, Mn*', Co*7F#E FC
JZpH6.0 — 7.0 . Ca®* FEEFTIE pH6.0 — 7.0 Th o7, Lo T, ENDOGEEX 7 L7 —F3Ft
PESEAGIZ B G LTV ETREME S BV,

D XD AW TR LI RIE, Atk EIEME ORHEBRIZIS 1T 54T mtDNA OIEIRY)
IR ET 2007 A N = AL BT 5720 KE KL T ERWIFF SN D,
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