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Iriomote Island, where the obligate carnivore Iriomote cat maintains its
population, is the world’ s smallest island inhabited by felids. We hypothesized that the
persistence of this unique ecosystem over a long period is attributed to the diverse biota and the
tight network of the long-term maintenance of such a rare ecosystem is attributed to the diversity
of biota supporting the lower levels of the food chain. Therefore, we aimed to elucidate the food
web not only in terms of interrelation relationships but also quantitatively. We employed a
non-invasive method by analyzing the stomach contents of road-killed animals to estimate prey
consumption. Iriomote cats showed highly diverse food habits with significantly higher prey species
richness and biomass. This study suggested that these predator-prey relationships are not
hierarchical but rather form a tight network characterized by diverse interactions.



Prionailurus bengalensis
iriomotensis

Sakaguchi and Ono 1994, Watanabe 2013,
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