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Discovery of the seeds for novel cancer molecular-targeted agents from
plant-derived steroid compounds
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Fifty steroidal compounds including new compounds were isolated from
Ranunculaceae, Poaceae, and Apocynaceae plants for the purpose of searching for new seed compounds
of cancer molecular-targeted agents. Among them, steroidal compounds isolated from the genus
Helleborus (Ranunculaceae) had potent cytotoxicity to human cancer cells, and induced apoptosis by a
mi}ochondrial mediated pathway and arrested cell cycle progression in G2/M phase in human leukemia
cells.
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