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Investigation of a novel mechanisms for maintating homeostasis in connective
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Excessive consumption of alcohol and infection with hepatic virus can cause
hepatitis. Chronic hepatitis progresses to liver fibrosis, or cirrhosis, due to abnormal
accumulation of collagen and other substances in the liver, and further to liver cancer, which leads

to death at worst. In this study, we analyzed the role of thymosin-$ 4 protein in the process of
liver fibrosis using thymosin-f 4 gene transgenic mice. The results showed that thymosin-f3 4 is a
protein that augments repair of the damaged liver, and that the progression to cirrhosis Is more

severe in the thymosin-f3 4-null mice.
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