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Innovative comprehensive investigation of the novel target molecule based on the
mechanisms of liver metastasis In circulating tumor cells of pancreatic cancer.
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i ) Circulating tumor cells (CTCs) of pancreatic cancer travel from portal vein
to hepatic vein through the liver. However, most CTCs have a low metastatic potential and are

spoiled in the liver. We expect that CTCs having a high metastatic potential are more frequently
seen in hepatic vein than portal vein.

We compared the characteristics of a few CTCs obtained from portal vein and hepatic vein in the
patients with pancreatic cancer and suggested that CTCs present in hepatic vein had a higher

metastatic potential. Furthermore, there was not a little gene expression differences between CTCs
of portal vein and hepatic vein by genome analysis.
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