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Sorafenib (SFN), one of the standard treatments for advanced hepatocellular
carcinoma (HCC), does not have effective markers that can predict therapeutic efficacy and
prognosis. We developed Clusterin (CLU) and NR-index, a prognostic equation related to CLU, as early

predictors of therapeutic efficacy of SFN treatment by comprehensive proteomics using patient serum
and analysis of clinical data. We also found that liver function assessment by a combination of
modified ALBI (mALBI) grade and Child-Pugh score at the start of SFN treatment was useful in

predicting whether patients would be eligible for treatment with another molecularly targeted agent
at the time of SFN treatment progression.
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