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The mechanisms of salivary gland fibrosis in IgG4-related disease
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The aim of this study was to investigate the mechanisms driving fibrosis in
the submandibular glands (SMG) of patients with IgG4-related disease (1gG4-RD). Our results suggest
fibrosis in the SMG of affected patients is closely linked to the proliferation of fibroblasts
following induction of IL-6 and WISP1 by inflammatory cytokines. The Th2 cytokines TSLP and IL-33
are also upregulated in affected SMG, and thus may cause chronic inflammation and IgG4 accumulation.
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