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Down’ s syndrome is characterized by dysfunction associated with tongue
protrusion and lip relaxation. The investigation was carried out in patients with Down’ s syndrome
for tongue pressure, lip pressure and macroglossia. Statistical analysis resolved the association of

the improvement of the lip and tongue pressure with the malocclusion, history of
mayo-functional-therapy (MFT) and orthodontic treatment. The results were 1) while MFT and
orthodontic treatment were more effective for the improvement of lip pressure than for tongue
pressure. 2) The cases with the difficulty of the improvement for myo-function included the patient
with macroglossia. 3) In control group of normal patients, there are more cases with the
improvement of myofunction and occlusion compared with Down’ s syndrome.These results indicated that
it is important to consider the early habilitation and therapy in order to promote the oral

function in Down’ s syndrome.
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