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This research ?roject unearths the voices and activities of minorities in
South Asia through focusing on their daily practices carried in living spheres. We also shed light
on their survival strategies by exploring on the way of protecting their lives. Based on our case
studies, we propose the concept of “ gentle cohabitation” on the viewpoint of the substantial
living spheres from below as an alternative theoretical flamework, instead of using conventional
terms such as “ inclusion and exclusion” on the viewpoint of “ top-down reform” of the ideal
civil-society from above. At the practical level, it is important that one should first recognize
the other”s spatial practices, negotiating with each other for the improvement of daily lives, and
repeatedly formulating reasonable and convincing strategies to cohabit in living spheres.
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