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A Syntactic Analysis on Meaning Change in Elliptical Constructions in Japanese
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The aims of this project are éi) to clarify that ellipsis changes the
meaning of a sentence, and (ii) to research on the underlying phonological, semantic, and/or
syntactic mechanisms of such meaning change under ellipsis. For the first purpose, | examined
various elliptical constructions in Japanese and English, including Argument Ellipsis, Verb-Echo
Answers, and Particle-Stranding Ellipsis, and clarified that scopes of quantifiers and negation may
be different in the elliptical sentences. | attribute the scope change to syntactic movement
mechanisms such as head movement and quantifier raising, thereby suggesting that phonological
deletion analysis might be a more suitable analysis for ellipsis.
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