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Contemporary Significance of Cultural Landscapes Related to Faith
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To understand the background of the zoning at the time of the World Heritage

application for "Sefa Utaki', Okinawa, | obtained administrative documents and land registration
information related to the conservation of cultural properties to date, and conducted interviews
with administrative officials who were engaged in the application. As a result, it became clear that
zoning was not necessarily based on cultural factors alone, but also on institutional and
administrative considerations of the time regarding the possibility of protection. Furthermore, by
examining the zoning established after the registration, it was confirmed that the situation was
such that development with a view to tourism utilization was rather in view for the area that was
originally an expanse of cultural landscape. Based on these investigations, | pointed out the
problem of assigning a clear territoriality for cultural landscapes related to faith, and of
assigning authority to an area.
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