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This study investigates how income-related inequalities in health care
utilization and spending in Korea have varied over time and examines the extent to which need and
non-need factors contribute those inequalities, exploiting longitudinal data from a nationally
representative health survey from 2008 to 2018. The empirical results show that overall health care
utilization is disproportionately concentrated among the poor. Income-group differences and
household characteristics, such as marital status, make larger pro-poor contributions to inequality
in inpatient care use, while chronic disease prevalence greatly pushes outpatient care utilization
in a pro-poor direction. The results regarding inpatient care expenses indicate a similar pattern of

ro-poor bias. Long-run inequality favors the better-off in terms of outpatient care expenses,
where the contribution of income-group differences has the largest impact.
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