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In the 1950s, library professionals had to be aware of the political or
social turmoil in Japanese society. They agreed that libraries must be neutral, but there were a
variety of opinions on the concept of library neutrality. Some young library professionals believed
that resisting social "bias™ was neutrality. On the other hand, the mainstream of the Japanese
Library Association believed that libraries, as information centers, should collect and provide all
kinds of materials. They cautioned against adopting a particular position on political or social
issues from the standpoint of library neutrality. Under these conflicting views, various statements
and norms were developed. In the 1960s, the library community became dedicated to library practice
and distanced itself from political or social issues. In the 1970s, the basis for the social
responsibility of libraries shifted from the concept of library neutrality to freedom of expression.



1960

1963
1970

1950
1950
1979
1954

1950 1970

1960

1970

1950



2022

1950
e 1970
1950
1952
1950
1954
1956
1959
1954
1960
1960
1970

1979






10

2019 2020
1950
9
2018
6

2022

360

2021

218




2020

304

2020

376

2020

280

2019

268

p. 139-174







