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Where globalization and information technology have advanced dramatically,
regional individuality has become standardized. Even if languages do not disappear, the diverse
concepts and insights unique to each region that have been handed down in the past tend to
disappear.While knowledge of numbers and mathematics has been universal in human societies since
ancient times and is an indispensable measure of culture and civilization, research on the history
of mathematics and science in non-Western societies is far less extensive than in the West
(Zalslavsky 1979).

This study aims to document a "number culture™ that will likely disappear. In addition to the
Austronesian-speaking regions where 1 have been conducting field research, the target regions of
this study are the languages of Australian aborigines and South American languages (mainly Peru and
Bolivia) reported to have "no numerals " or "few numerals."



(Dantzig 1953, Lakoff and Nunez 2001)
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