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Basic research for identifying "unidentifiable bone fragments™ excavated from
Japanese archaeological sites by collagen peptide fingerprinting
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The purpose of this study was to establish identification criteria for
Japanese archaeological bone fragments that were unidentifiable from the morphological characters,
using collagen peptide fingerprinting. During the research period, bone specimens of 68 species of
mammals and 30 species of birds (180 species in total including the previous research), mainly from
modern Japan, were analyzed. Based on the data, identification criteria for specific family, genus,
species or specific taxa were created. Collagen peptide fingerprinting was also performed on

archaeological bone fragments, confirming that the data accumulated so far are useful for their
identification.
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