2018 2021

SPring-8 CT

Species identification of burnt bones excavated from Fukui Cave in the Incipient
Jomon period using micro-CT at SPring-8
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Fukui Cave, Nagasaki Prefecture, unearthed small fragments of burned bones
from the late Pleistocene period. Using the high-resolution micro-CT at SPring-8, we attempted to
identify animal species by nondestructive histomorphometric analysis of the bone fragments. As a
result, it was found that: 1) the bone fragments excavated from Fukui Cave were most likely
medium-sized land mammals such as wild boar or sika deer, and 2) large mammals such as Naumann®"s
elephant and Yabe®s giant deer and humans were not included in the excavated bones.
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