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Highly efficient refolding of proteins using carbon nanotubes
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In this study we aimed to improve the yield of protein refolding by using
carbon nanotubes, and to bring back numerous protein drug candidates, which had been dropped out in
the development stage, to clinical research and then to the market. We found that a small amount of
iron ions derived from CNT raw materials promotes the redox reaction between CNTs and proteins. This

finding underscores the importance of controlling trace metal ions in protein refolding using CNT.
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