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Atsushi Tago supervised an analysis of the persuasive effect of the
authorisation of international organisations on public opinion and the informational effect of
government statements on public opinion in invisible crises, in collaboration with Professor Grieco
of Duke University, USA, and Associate Professor Quek of the University of Hong Kong, China, with
Shoko Kohama of Hokkaido University and Naoko Matsumura of Kobe University. The team of Matsumura,
Grieco and Tago conducted multiple online survey experiments and accumulated findings on the first
topic. Also, there was initial agreement on the usefulness of conducting an experimental study on
the invisible crisis as a mirror image of the Chinese research that had already been conducted, and
the experiment was partially modified to fit the Japanese context.
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Figure 3. Support for Japan’s Acquisition of Nuclear Weapons
Note: The dashed-line represents the SQ treatment effect. It serves as the reference line to aid in the visualizing of
the impact of other treatments.
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392 [/ The Costs of Backing Down Shoko Kohama, Kai Quek, and Atsushi Tago
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Figure 1. Approval percentage for the Japanese leader when Japan (experiment 1) made a threat and backed down (A) and when China (experiment 2) made
a threat and backed down (B). Control group represented in dark-gray bar; treatment groups, in light-gray bars. Whiskers show 95% confidence intervals.
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